Application Form
Sunny Story Scholarship

Requirements to Apply For and Receive the $400 Sunny Story Scholarship:

e Currently employed as a paraeducator or have been in the past;

e Demonstrate the dispositions or qualities of an effective paraeducator;

e Goal of improving skills and understandings that relate to working as a paraeducator;
e Goal of acquiring one or more of the levels of lowa paraeducator certification; and

e Financial need that presents a challenge to paying for college tuition and textbook.

Directions: (both steps listed must be complete for your application to be considered)
1. Complete this application in full, and return it via one of the bulleted options below. If an item
does not pertain to you, indicate “NA” or Not Applicable.
e Option 1: Type directly within this document, save it as either a .doc, .docx, or .rtf file with
your name in the document title (such as “Jane Doe — Sunny Story application”), and send it
as an email attachment to doug.van.oort@kirkwood.edu

e Option 2: Type directly within this document, print it, and mail it to:
Doug Van Oort, Paraeducator Certification Coordinator
Kirkwood Community College
6301 Kirkwood Blvd SW
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52404
2. Arrange for two letters of recommendation from individuals who have supervised your work

with children or youth in K-12 schools to be sent on your behalf to either Doug Van Oort’s

mailing address or email address (see above) prior to the deadline for the semester of
application. You may either print two copies of the attached Letter of Recommendation for

Sunny Story Scholarship form at the end of this application form, or direct the writers of these

letters to the Kirkwood paraeducator website at www.kirkwood.edu/paraeducator and have

them select the Sunny Story Scholarship link and then select the Letter of Recommendation for
Sunny Story Scholarship form.

Deadlines
All documents (your application form and the two letters of recommendation) must be submitted to
Doug Van Oort by:

e May 1 for Summer Semester

e August 1 for Fall Semester

e January 1 for Spring Semester


mailto:doug.van.oort@kirkwood.edu
http://www.kirkwood.edu/paraeducator

Personal or Identifying Information

Today’s Date

Last Name

First Name

Middle Initial

Email address

Mailing Address:

e Street

e (City

e State

e Zip/Postal Code
Telephone

Semester of Application

Indicate which semester you are applying for,
including the year (such as “Fall 2014”).

Paraeducator Background

Number of years employed as a paraeducator
(include the specific years of service also, such
as “4 years from 2003-2007").

Schools where you’ve worked as a
paraeducator (if multiple schools, indicate the
years you were employed with each school).

Description of duties at current or most recent
school.

Description of duties at School #2.

Description of duties at School #3.

Description of your specific qualities and/or
contributions in your work as a paraeducator.

Description of your working relationship with
your supervising teachers, paraeducator
colleagues, and other school staff in your work
as a paraeducator.

Other information you’d like to share.

Statement of Need

Describe your financial need that presents a
challenge to paying for college tuition & book.




Letter of Recommendation for Sunny Story Scholarship

Kirkwood Community College

To be completed by an education professional who has supervised or directed the work of the
applicant named below in his/her work as a paraeducator in a K-12 school. To submit this completed
letter of recommendation:

e Option 1: Type directly within this document if you have accessed it online, save it as either

a .doc, .docx, or.rtf file with the name of the candidate in the document title (such as “Jane

Doe — Sunny Story letter of recommendation”), and send it as an email attachment to
doug.van.oort@kirkwood.edu

e Option 2: Type directly within this document and print it, or print the form and then
handwrite your responses. Mail to:
Doug Van Oort, Paraeducator Certification Coordinator
Kirkwood Community College
6301 Kirkwood Blvd SW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404

The applicant named below is applying for the Sunny Story Scholarship awarded by Kirkwood
Community College each semester to an individual who:
e Is currently employed as a paraeducator or has been in the past;
e Demonstrates the dispositions or qualities of an effective paraeducator;
e Has a goal of improving skills and understandings that relate to working as a paraeducator;
e Has a goal of acquiring one or more of the levels of lowa paraeducator certification; and
e Has financial need that presents a challenge to paying for college tuition and textbook.

Note: This recommendation form will NOT be shared with the applicant.

Name of Applicant

Your Name (Person Completing This
Recommendation)

Capacity in which you have supervised or directed
the work of the applicant in his/her work with
children or youth in a K-12 school (as a principal,
teacher, other licensed school professional)

Dates and Total Length of Time you supervised or
directed the applicant’s work with children or
youth.

School in which you supervised or directed the
applicant’s work.



mailto:doug.van.oort@kirkwood.edu

Rate the applicant in the categories below using the following scale:

1 =Strongly Agree 2 = Agree 3 =Disagree

4 = Strongly Disagree N = Not sure

Rating

Comments (optional)

Caring: The applicant demonstrates empathy,
compassion, the ability to build appropriate
relationships with students, respect, enthusiasm,
acceptance of differences, and cultural
competence.

Communication: The applicant is aware of and
responsive to student needs, collaborative with co-
workers, and communicates important
information when needed.

Creative: The applicant is flexible & adaptable,
able to think of & apply effective solutions within
the job description, and able to positively manage
stressful situations.

Critical: The applicant is open-minded, reflective,
self-motivated, demonstrates initiative, and puts
needs of students above own ego.

Competent: The applicant has the basic skills &
understandings to effectively support students &
teachers.

Supports a safe, positive learning environment:
The applicant effectively supports both educators
and students to make the learning environment
safe & positive.

Supports student development: The applicant
effectively supports both educators and students
in the students’ academic, physical, social,
emotional, & behavioral development.

Promotes professional relationships & teamwork:
The applicant promotes positive relationships with
co-workers & supervisors, works effectively with
supervising teachers & others in authority, and
accurately & efficiently follows directions from
supervisors.

Professional: The applicant demonstrates ethical
behavior, dependability & punctuality, work ethic,
professional appearance, responsibility, and
confidentiality.

Check the statement you most agree with:

___lrecommend the applicant for the Sunny Story Scholarship.

I do NOT recommend the applicant for the Sunny Story Scholarship.




Optional: Feel free to share below any other information, such as examples that illustrate reasons the
applicant is deserving of this scholarship or specific challenging circumstances the applicant has
overcome or faced.

Signature of Person Completing This
Recommendation

Date




